Bringing Together
Diverse Constituencies
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Since March 2010, People For Puget Sound has conducted monthly waterbird surveys of Titlow lagoon and the adjacent beach. In addition, 1n February 2010, we deployed three temperature loggers (TidBit v2, Onset, Bourne, MA) 1in the lagoon to monitor
We used a modified version of the Bird Studies Canada BC Coastal Waterbird Survey protocol. Volunteers were invited to temperature fluctuations and tidal heights. Loggers were programmed to collect data at 1S min intervals, 24 hours-a-day and
participate and received training in the use of binoculars, a spotting scope, field guides, and other tools for viewing/identifying will provide another means to assess changes to the lagoon pre- and post- large scale restoration.
waterfowl and seabirds. The purpose of these surveys is to collect baseline data on the current waterbird community so that
we can assess changes following large scale restoration of fish passage, lagoon extent, and riparian vegetation. A secondary
goal 1s to engage the public in learning about waterbirds and why restoring their habitat is important. South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group and People For Puget Sound hired the engineering firm Parametrix in August
Waterbirds detected from March-July included: *«Common Loon, *Horned Grebe, *Brandt’s Cormorant, *Double-crested 2009 to conduct the fish passage and lagoon restoration feasibility study. This study was completed in June 2010. Among its
. . . . Cormorant, *Pelagic Cormorant, *Canada Goose, *Eurasian Wigeon, *American Wigeon, *Mallard, *Surf Scoter, *Bufflehead, recommendations was replacement of the existing tide gate with a 40’ span bridge encompassing the railroad tracks
HlStOI’lcaHy, TlthW la gOOn Served dS d larg c tldal embayment Common Goldeneye, *Hooded Merganser, *Common Merganser, *Red-breasted Merganser, *Mew Gull, *Western Gull, (preferred ecological option for fish passage). Future efforts will focus on collaborating with BNSF Railway Company and
Glaucous-winged Gull, *Caspian Tern, *Pigeon Guillemot, and *Great Blue Heron. Other species of interest were: *Bald Metro Parks Tacoma on project design, securing funding for design development and construction, and identifying a local
(>5. 5 acre S) Surr()unded by marsh and f()re Sted Wetlands (>25 Eagle, *Belted Kingfisher, *Yellow-rumped Warbler, *Red-winged Blackbird, *Northern Flicker, *Barn Swallow, *Tree Swallow, sponsor willing to commit to bridge ownership/maintenance (a BNSF requirement for bridge consideration). If a bridge
Purple Martin, and *American Goldfinch. sponsor cannot be secured, other fish passage alternatives will need to be investigated in greater detalil.
acres). Today, these habitats have been reduced 1n size by human e e e e e et ettt e et e

impacts. The outlet to the lagoon 1s impounded by a tide gate

beneath railroad tracks that limits fish passage, sediment

transport, and tidal flow. Most of the wetlands have been filled,

and much of the shoreline vegetation has either been removed or

1S degraded by 1nvasive species. Despite 1ts poor condition, the

site 1S home to abundant wildlife, including Bald Eagles, Great

Kilometers

In conjunction with Metro Parks Tacoma, People For Puget Sound developed a planting plan in March 2010. This was followed
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by several volunteer work days to control habitat-modifying invasive species (e.g., Himalayan blackberry, English ivy) and to

Blue Herons, seabirds, and waterfowl.

replant cleared areas with suitable native vegetation. These small-scale revegetation efforts will continue indefinitely in areas

outside of the proposed construction footprint, where dirt-moving will be required to achieve restoration goals.
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