
Louisiana’s Coastal Forest 
Conservation Initiative 
and the Spatial  Decis ion Suppor t  System

Brown and Caldwell
 
Laura Belden
225.778.5027
LBelden@BrwnCald.com

BrownandCaldwell.com

GEC
Steven Ward
225.612.4261
SWard@GECinc.com

•	 $16M State Coastal Impact Assistance  
Program (CIAP) 
 

•	 Primary Objective:  Acquire fee title or 
perpetual conservation easement from willing 
landowners 

•	 Storm damage reduction functions
•	 Significant ecological values
•	 Demonstrated threats of conversion

B e n e f i t s  t o  L a n d o w n e r :  

Financial gains, protection of valuable habitat, 
potential to retain mineral rights, relief of management 
responsibility, property remains  in private ownership 
for heirs to enjoy (servitude), and potential tax benefits 
(servitude).

CFCI Overview

Louisiana Office of  
Coastal Protection and Restoration
Coastal.LA.gov

Abstract
Under the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Louisiana has 
dedicated $16M toward developing and implementing a Coastal 
Forest Conservation Initiative (CFCI).  Coastal forests, in addition 
to habitat value, provide invaluable storm surge attenuation and 
serve as a critical line of defense to communities.  The CFCI will 
purchase conservation easements or fee title to forested land 
from willing land owners in coastal Louisiana.  This program 
implements land conservation as a tool in the overall restoration 
of coastal Louisiana, by conserving existing intact coastal forest 
before it is converted to a non-forested use.  A Spatial Decision 
Support System (SDSS) was developed to assist the Louisiana 
Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration (OCPR) in prioritizing 
areas for acquisition. This custom tool was developed in C## as 
an ArcGIS extension utilizing distance decay theory and Spatial 
Analyst functionality to create a prioritization surface for the 
conservation of forested lands across the coast. The program held 
its first application period in 2010 and received 21 applications 
totalling approximately 65,000 acres.  The State is currently in the 
evaluation process, which includes use of the SDSS tool and an 
Evaluation Committee made up of coastal forest experts from State 
and Federal agencies, and academia.


