
Deepwater Horizon Oil Disaster:
‘Pristine’ Gulf of Mexico

Dr. Tom Shirley
Harte Research Institute for

Gulf of Mexico Studies
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

November  17, 2010



≈ 4000 active oil/gas platforms in Gulf of Mexico



~1000 natural seeps discharge 400,000 barrels of oil per           
year across the Gulf

HYFLUX Remote Sensing Inventory

Source: I.MacDonald FSU



Surface oil at height of BP discharge

Natural Seeps

Source: I.MacDonald FSU



Source: NGS



Felder and Camp, eds., 2009

Texas A&M University Press:

 Focus: Cuba, Mexico & USA

 15,419 species

 40 groups (divisions & phyla)

 140 authors/taxonomists

 80 institutions

 15 countries

 79 chapters

 1393 pages

Biota of the GOM: after 4 ‘long’ years…
(Jan. 2004—Dec. 2007)





1001-3000 m:
1728 species

MOST IN THE GULF!

135 Unique species
74 Threatened or Endangered

6 marine mammals
4 sea turtles

Sector around MC 252 – 8332 species of 
plants and animals

Mollusks 1461
Polychaetes 604
Crustaceans 1503
Fishes 1270
Turtles 4
Birds 218
Marine mammals  29



Viosca Knoll 826

Viosca Knoll 906

Deep Horizon MC-252

Complex habitats exist around the well site

www.google.com/earth/index.html  – Google Earth 5











S. Murawski, NOAA, 16Sept10
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