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Premise:  Efforts to Protect and 
Restore Wetlands Around the 
World Including the USA Is 

Largely A Failure!

How Do We Change This 
Trajectory?
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ALL THESE WETLAND TYPES AND MANY 
OTHERS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 

MANAGED OR RESTORED  WHICH 
CONFIRMS THAT THE TECHNOLOGY IS 

THERE TO DO THE JOB RIGHT – BUT THE 
CORRECT APPLICATION OF THAT 

TECHNOLOGY OFTEN DOES NOT TAKE 
PLACE



Probability of Success
…high

Estuarine marshes
Coastal marshes

Mangrove forests
Freshwater marshes

Freshwater forests
Groundwater/Seepage Slope Wetlands

Seagrass Meadows
…low



2000

2003



January 11, 2007



From Sampson and Rollon 2008



From Sampson and Rollon 2008

The 20 Year Effort To 
Restore Mangroves In 
The Philippines, USD$ 

17.6 Million, Over 
44,000 Ha, Failed
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Between 1990 and 2003, 
there was a net loss of 84,000 
acres of wetlands in Florida 
due to urbanization





THE FUTURE?
• Can We Really Achieve No Net Loss?
• The Technology Is There, The Information Transfer is 

Not 
• Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement of Permit 

Conditions Are Not Meeting Minimum Criteria to 
Ensure “Success” 

• How Do We Teach All Those That Need Not Just the 
First Course, but Also the Updates (In Service 
Training)?

• We Do Not Really Have A Trained and Respected 
Cadre Of Wetland Professionals That Are 
Acknowledged And Used in Lieu of Less 
Knowledgeable Consultants

• Successful Management and Restoration Of Wetlands 
Is Much More Likely To Help Meet A No Net Loss  Or 
Net Gain Goal Outside Of A Regulatory Program


	Improving the Outcome of Efforts to Protect and Restore Wetlands 
	Premise:  Efforts to Protect and Restore Wetlands Around the World Including the USA Is Largely A Failure!��How Do We Change This Trajectory?�
	Probability of Success
	Probability of Success
	Probability of Success
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	THE FUTURE?

